
AN ENTRY STATEMENT TO 
BRISBANE
The Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade is transforming one of 
Brisbane’s busiest roads into a vibrant urban corridor.

With the Brisbane River as the centrepiece, the new corridor 
will include a tree-lined boulevard, subtropical landscaping, 
urban art, as well as new and refurbished public parks.  

The upgrade is much more than just a road project. It will 
create a Brisbane landmark and future-proof our city for 
generations to come. 

A new subtropical boulevard
The concept of a subtropical boulevard is central to the 
urban design of the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade, with 
more than 100,000 new plants to be planted throughout the 
corridor. 

A range of species have been included in the design, with 
new vegetation planted in the centre median, verges and 
public spaces at Bretts Wharf and Cameron Rocks Reserve.

Visitors and locals will enjoy views across 
the river of the growing city skyline, 
framed by Hill’s Figs and Queensland 
Kauri Pines planted in the centre median. 
This entry statement to Brisbane will also 
be enjoyed by passing road users as they 
travel to and from their destination. 

The planting pattern and species have 
been chosen to provide the best overall 
boulevard experience, amenity and 
shade, while enabling the majority of 
immediately adjacent properties to retain 
their views either above, below or around 
the newly planted trees.

In finalising the median landscape design, 
the project team considered the height 
and elevation of neighbouring properties 
and the location, size and species of 
existing trees.

The subtropical experience is a key 
feature of the upgrade. Together with the 
River Walk, newly created Bretts Wharf 
plaza and refurbished Cameron Rocks 
Reserve, the subtropical boulevard will 
reinforce Brisbane’s identity as a new 
world city.
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An artist’s impression of the new subtropical boulevard planting on Kingsford Smith Drive. 

Trees will be planted along the entire corridor, creating a memorable arrival experience 
into Brisbane.
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The project team celebrates the installation of the final 
fascia panel for the River Walk structure in June 2018.

KEEPING UP WITH KSD
Marine-based works now 
complete.
Construction of the River Walk structure is now 
complete, with the last of 165 large bored support 
piles installed in April 2018.

In June, the final precast fascia panels and 
cantilever River Walk panels were also installed, 
followed by removal of the large blue temporary 
support frames. 

With all major precast concrete elements now 
installed, the project farewelled its final barge 
- named the Gladstone - from the riverfront in 
July. During its time on the project, the barge 
transported and facilitated the installation of scour 
protection mattresses and precast concrete panels 
using the 550-tonne crane on board. 

With the final barge now gone, CityCats have 
returned to their usual speeds in the Hamilton 
stretch of the Brisbane River. 

The River Walk continues to take shape, with 
roadside furniture installation and landscaping 
continuing over the coming months. 

Once completed, the River Walk will improve 
Brisbane’s active transport network by providing 
a smooth and safe journey for pedestrians and 
cyclists travelling along Kingsford Smith Drive. 

HAMILTON IS OPEN FOR 
BUSINESS!
Local streets including Racecourse 
Road will be pink’d up again this 
October in support of breast cancer 
awareness month. 
Keep an eye out for opportunities to get involved in this 
worthy cause. 

Remember that Racecourse Road, Portside Wharf, 
Hamilton Harbour, Eat Street and the many local delights 
in between are open throughout construction. 

Customers can still access and enjoy all their favourite 
dining and retail destinations. 

We’re encouraging our project staff to shop local, and 
hope you can too. Project signage will assist you in 
travelling safely around construction works.

Visit the Hamilton stretch of the Brisbane river for quality 
dining and retail experiences.



HISTORY UNEARTHED: 
HERITAGE FINDS 
The Kingsford Smith Drive 
upgrade team has uncovered 
unique heritage finds in 2018.
The year kicked off with the project’s largest 
heritage find to date, when deep excavation for 
new stormwater infrastructure near Oxford Street 
uncovered large timber beams approximately 1.8 
metres below the road surface. 

Archaeologists investigated the timber beams, 
which are believed to be part of a timber bridge 
dating back to the 1860s. 

Once exposed to open air, the timber is prone 
to deterioration. To help preserve the historic 
structure, the construction team covered the 
timber in fabric, which was kept constantly 
damp to prevent further deterioration during the 
investigation. 

 The 150-year-old timber bridge uncovered beneath 
Kingsford Smith Drive near Oxford Street.

1889 plan showing the timber bridge in the area near Oxford 
Street from the Brisbane City Council archives.

As the materials were too old and fragile to remove 
from the site, the timber bridge has now been 
preserved in place where it will remain safely under 
the road. 

Preserving local history 
Project surveyors have a unique method of 
digitally preserving historical finds known 
as photogrammetry. Surveyors mark out and 
photograph the area, later stitching the images 
together with computer software to generate an 
intricately detailed 3D digital model. 

This technique was used in June this year when 
concrete steps were uncovered one metre 
underground on the corner of Kingsford Smith Drive 
and Harbour Road. 

The steps have been identified as part of the men’s 
quarters of the post-1938 Hamilton police station, 
which was relocated to Mt Tamborine in the early 
2000s. 

As construction progresses, the many layers of history 
beneath the surface of Kingsford Smith Drive continue 
to be revealed. Only time will tell if there are other 
hidden gems waiting to be uncovered.   
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Find out more
Remember to visit the purpose-built Visitor 
Centre at 605 Kingsford Smith Drive, 
between 7.30am and 4.30pm, Monday to 
Friday. 

You can learn more about the project from 
information displays or speak to a member 
of the Community Relations Team, who 
can answer questions or provide an 
overview of project construction.
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MEET THE KSD TEAM                                                                  
JESSICA ENGLAND – SENIOR PROJECT ENGINEER
As a Senior Project Engineer, Jessica has overseen a 
complex package of work in the marine zone, including 
completion of the River Walk structure. 

Construction of the structure offered unique challenges. 
The works were carried out in an extremely constrained 
area, adjacent to live traffic and within a sensitive marine 
environment with changing tidal conditions. Most work 
was undertaken either from a temporary rock platform 
built on the river’s edge or barges in the river. 

Jessica was involved in developing the barge mounted 
crane solution for transporting precast concrete 
elements to the river’s edge for installation. 

Due to limited working space, large quantities of 
concrete had to be pumped more than 600 metres to 
the final location. 

Jessica also developed the capability of the project to 
pump concrete these long distances while maintaining 
the workability and quality of the concrete. 

Jessica is a leader in the industry, 
receiving the Crystal Vision Award 
for achievement in civil construction 
at the annual National Association for 
Women in Construction Awards in 
2017. 

Another major part of her role is the 
mentorship and coaching of junior 
engineers. Jessica provides a strong 
role model for all young people 
entering the construction industry. 

Jessica says her favourite part of her 
role has been seeing  ‘project firsts’ 
come to fruition after many hours 
of hard work and careful planning, 
including the successful installation of 
the first cantilever and fascia panels for 
the River Walk structure. 

• Controlled stiffness columns  (CSCs) - a machine 
much like a miniature piling rig, drills down into 
soft ground to create a cavity, which is lined with 
reinforcing steel. Concrete is poured into the cavity 
creating a slim, reinforced, concrete column.

• Timber piles - timber piles are vibrated into soft 
ground using a small piling machine (see image 
above). 700 timber piles are being installed to 
stabilise various areas on the project. 

• Jet grout columns - a cement mixture is injected 
directly and deeply into soft ground with a jet grout 
machine. The cement is stirred in with the soil at 
high pressure, creating a mixture which solidifies to 
form a stable underground column.

• Compaction - a very large and heavy mound of soil 
is placed on areas requiring compaction. Over a 
period of time as the soil settles, the earth beneath 
becomes firm and stabilises under the weight. 

GETTING TECHNICAL:     
GROUND IMPROVEMENT 

With bored piling for the River Walk structure now 
complete, a variety of ground improvement methods are 
underway to stabilise remaining areas where soft ground 
conditions are present, particularly at riverside locations 
such as Bretts Wharf.

Ground conditions at the river’s edge are unique and 
require specialised treatment during construction. 

The Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade has employed 
geotechnical specialists to survey the landscape to 
understand what’s beneath the surface. Geotechnical 
experts identified areas requiring stablisation, allowing 
the engineering team to develop and implement several 
ground stabilisation methods to ensure the River Walk 
and Bretts Wharf plaza are constructed on a solid 
foundation that will stand the test of time.

GROUND IMPROVEMENT TECHNIQUES USED ON THE KINGSFORD SMITH DRIVE UPGRADE INCLUDE:
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Email: info@ksdupgrade.com.au 
Web: www.ksdupgrade.com.au
Visit: Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade Visitor Centre
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