
Lendlease is pleased to announce that Brisbane City Council’s Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade is now complete, with all six 

lanes of traffic open at 60km/h between Cooksley Street, Hamilton and Theodore Street, Eagle Farm. 

Over the past few months you may have noticed as you drove or walked along Kingsford Smith Drive, the final stages of 

construction winding down and the finishing touches of the project taking place. 

In late October, works to upgrade the centre median of Kingsford Smith Drive between Day Street and Racecourse Road 

were complete, marking the final milestone for the project. 
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As key features of the upgrade were completed they have been progressively 
opened to the public, including:

The 1.2 kilometre 
Lores Bonney 

Riverwalk, which 
has been used by 

almost 800,000 
pedestrians and 
cyclists since it 

opened in late 2018 Rejuvenated 
riverside 

destinations at 
Bretts Wharf and 
Cameron Rocks 

Reserve, opened in 
2019

New recreation hub, 
which provides 
additional river 
access for non-
motorised and 

motorised 
recreational crafts, 
opened in March 

2020

Upgraded public 
transport facilities 

with indented 
bus bays – catering 

for future bus 
services 

Seven kilometres 
of new and 
improved 

pedestrian and 
cycle facilities 
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CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS, 2016 - 2020A NEW ENTRY STATEMENT 
TO BRISBANE
The Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade has been designed to 
transform one of Brisbane’s busiest roads into a vibrant urban 
corridor. 

More than 130,000 new plants and trees have been planted 
along the entire corridor, creating a tree-lined boulevard and 
subtropical entry into Brisbane to leave a lasting impression 
on all road users. 

During the final stage of construction between Cooksley 
Street and Racecourse Road, an additional 83 trees (Hills 
Figs and Queensland Kauri Pines) were planted in the centre 
median, framing views across the river to the growing city.

Over the next two years maintenance crews will monitor 
the growth and health of all plants to ensure landscaped 
areas are established and flourish. 

Nudgee Road intersection. (L) 2016, (R) 2020

BY THE NUMBERS...
KINGSFORD SMITH DRIVE UPGRADE

THE TEAM
• Total personnel inducted: 5,071 people

• Total hours worked: 4.15 million hours

LORES BONNEY RIVERWALK
• 190 piles installed, averaging 14m in length

• 116 cantilever panels installed, averaging 43t 
each in weight

• 117 precast fascia retaining wall panels 
installed, averaging 30t each in weight

• Total insitu placed concrete: 13,930m3

UNDERGROUND SERVICES
• Services upgraded: 12

• Conduit installed: more than 100km

• New watermain installed: 5,000m, ranging 
from 100mm to 660mm in diameter

• Property watermain connections installed: 94

• Number of service manholes and gully 
structures installed: 449

• Oldest pipe replaced: 123 years (installed 1895, 
replaced in 2018)

• Length of reinforced concrete pipe installed: 
6,113m, ranging from 100mm to 1800mm in 
diameter

LANDSCAPING
• Total plants installed: 133,981 plants

• Trees planted: 406, from 20 different species

PLANT AND MATERIALS
• Largest crane: 750t, boom length 56m

• Asphalt installed: 89,000t

• Gravel placed: 119,000t

• Tram tracks removed: 1.6km

• Number of barges on the river: 12

• Largest barge: 64m x 21m 

• Total vessels on the river: 22

• Amount of material excavated from river 
edge: 11,100m3

Kingsford Smith Drive looking east. (L) 2016, (R) 2020

Bretts Wharf Plaza. (L) 2016, (R) 2020 Cameron Rocks Reserve. (L) 2016, (R) 2020

Lores Bonney Riverwalk opposite Crescent Road. (L) 2016, (R) 
2020

Lores Bonney Riverwalk from Cameron Rocks Reserve. (L) 
2016, (R) 2020

Hamilton Park near Bretts Wharf. (L) 2016, (R) 2020 Public pontoon. (L) 2016, (R) 2020

The large ex-ground trees were planted using small mobile 
cranes and smaller shrubs and groundcovers were planted 
in the median by hand.



The Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade team would like to thank local 
residents and businesses for their patience and understanding 
while construction activities have been undertaken and for their 
help in delivering this key project to Brisbane. 

The new, upgraded Kingsford Smith Drive will help reduce 
traffic congestion and deliver improved safety, local amenity 
and access for all road users including cyclists, pedestrians and 
public transport users. 

The critical service upgrades undertaken as part of the project 
will also ensure they are able to meet the needs of the evolving 
local community for years to come. 

Lendlease is proud to have worked with Brisbane City Council 
to upgrade Kingsford Smith Drive and leave behind a legacy 
of rejuvenated and improved facilities and amenities for the 
surrounding community. 

KINGSFORD SMITH DRIVE THROUGH THE YEARS

THANK YOU FROM THE PROJECT TEAM
Historical images supplied from Brisbane Images by Brisbane City Council Library Service. 

More than 5,000 workers have contributed to the 
delivery of the upgrade since 2016.

1880’s - view to Newstead House 1949 - Hamilton Park 1953 - Nudgee Road intersection 1954 - inbound near Crescent Road

1958 - outbound near Toorak Road 1969 - Bretts Wharf 1977 - Nudgee Road intersection 1980 - works near Grays Road

1981 - Crescent Road intersection 1982 - inbound near Crescent Road 2019 - Nudgee Road intersection 2020 - view near Grays Road
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FUTURE PROJECT ENQUIRIES
Following completion of the final stage of construction by Lendlease in late 2020, project enquiries from 1 December 2020 
will be directed to Brisbane City Council on 07 3403 8888 or via email ksd@brisbane.qld.gov.au. 


