
RIVER CONSTRUCTION
The Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade will transform the road into 
a vibrant urban corridor and bring the community closer to the 
river to highlight Brisbane’s identity as a ‘River City’.

The innovative design provides valuable public space next to 
the river, fully separated from traffic, whilst minimising the 
impact on the river itself. The new river walk structure will widen 
Kingsford Smith Drive by between 10 and 15 metres.

To reduce the impact of construction activities on traffic and the 
surrounding community, the majority of work to construct the 
river walk will take place during the day from the river via barge-
mounted machinery.

Following the establishment of the marine construction area 
between Bretts Wharf and Cameron Rocks Reserve, the project 
team is now preparing for river walk construction. To date, 
this has involved works to remove all existing structures in the 
marine construction area and reposition the navigation beacon, 
as well as the start of earthworks.

Work is also underway at the marine logistics yard to pre-cast 
and store many of the elements required to build the river walk – 
you can read more about this process over the page. 

The next step in construction is to install pre-cast scour 
protection mattresses and construct a temporary works 
platform to begin piling. You can view all of the steps needed 
to construct the river walk in the fact sheet available on our 
website at  www.ksdupgrade.com.au. 

Construction of the river walk will be carried out until late 2018.
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Following the removal of the centre median, new line 
marking has been completed to allow traffic to be  
moved to the northern side of Kingsford Smith Drive. 
This has enabled Lendlease to install approximately 2.7 
kilometres of concrete barriers and anti-gawk screens 
along the southern side, increasing the volume of work 
able to be completed during the day behind the barriers.

As a result, the community will see fewer night works, with 
earthworks and construction on the southern side of the 
road being carried out during the day. 

The northern footpath has been widened along the 
waterfront section of the project and the southern (river 
side) footpath between Racecourse Road and Cameron 
Rocks Reserve is now closed. This allows work to be safely 
completed along the river behind the barriers. 

Ongoing investigations allow Lendlease to safely locate 
and relocate live public utility services like gas, water, 
electricity and telecommunications. Services have been 
physically located at more than 2,000 locations and 
service installations have started in a number of locations.

UPCOMING WORKS 
Upcoming works will include road widening to the 
southern side and construction of southern footpaths, as 
well as construction of the landmark river walk structure. 

The river walk will consist of approximately 200 piles 
along the river between Bretts Wharf and Cameron 
Rocks Reserve. These piles will support a cantilevered 
structure that extends the river walk and widened road 
out over the river. 

Upcoming works also include the construction of retaining 
walls at Remora Road, the installation of stormwater, gas 
and electricity services, and the construction of two new 
traffic lanes along the full length of the project.

Yulestar Street is also within the construction zone. Here, 
the road will be widened to allow parking on both sides of 
the road, a new footpath constructed on the northern side 
and the Yulestar-Cooksley Street connection reconfigured.

Work will continue at Cameron Rocks Reserve, with the war 
memorial to be reinstated by the 2017 Anzac Day ceremony.  
The remodelled war memorial precinct is expected to 
be completed in its final form by the 2018 Anzac Day 
ceremony. 

This stage of works is expected to take approximately  
18 months to complete.The widened temporary northern footpath, traffic barriers and linemarking

 An excavator trenching in preparation for the installation of new services

Marine logistics yard at 405 Thynne Road, Morningside prior to 
 filling the dock with water

Scour protection mattress

Cranes on site at the marine logistics yard

MARINE LOGISTICS
A former naval ship building facility, home to Australia’s 
second largest dry dock, has been repurposed to facilitate 
construction of the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade.

The marine logistics yard at 405 Thynne Road, 
Morningside is being used to construct pre-cast concrete 
materials for the new river walk, and as a holding and 
storage area for construction equipment and materials 
before being delivered to the construction site by barge. 

Production of pre-cast scour protection mattresses, which 
will minimise potential erosion of the river bed during flood 
events, is underway at the facility. 

Manufactured by pouring concrete into specialised steel 
moulds, the scour protection mattresses consist of a 
continuous ‘strip’ of concrete blocks joined together by a 
geotextile backing. The mattresses are being individually 
produced at the marine logistics yard for installation at 
specific locations along the river bed. Each strip will be  
2.4 metres wide and up to 40 metres long.

The mattresses will be loaded onto a supply barge using 
a 750 tonne crawler crane and transported to the marine 
construction area. Sonar navigation will then be used to 
accurately place them in their specific locations along the 
river bed.   

Over the life of the project, more than 400 scour protection 
mattresses will be installed along the marine construction 
area.

Rock mattress ready to create the temporary work platform in the river



NEW VISITOR CENTRE 
OFFICIALLY OPEN
The Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade’s new interactive Visitor 
Centre was officially opened by Lord Mayor Cr Graham 
Quirk on Wednesday 12 October. 

A stationary bike with a virtual tour allows visitors to 
experience the future river walk on two wheels, and view 
the route both before and after construction. Another Visitor 
Centre feature is the artefact display wall, which showcases 
Kingsford Smith Drive’s long history and acknowledges the 
project’s contribution to this evolving story.

Brisbane City Council and Lendlease welcomed the 
community to the newly opened Visitor Centre with a 
celebratory open day on Saturday 15 October. Local 
residents, businesses and community groups enjoyed free 
face painting, giant board games, themed workshops and 
a jumping castle as well as food stalls run by Ascot State 
School and Hamilton Rotary Club. 

The Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade Visitor Centre is open 
from 7:30am to 4:30pm weekdays at 605 Kingsford Smith 
Drive. Please drop in and visit us to learn more about the 
upgrade design and construction. 

Lord Mayor Graham Quirk at the Visitor Centre Open Day

MEET THE KSD TEAM
MARINE SUPERINTENDENT BRENDAN DICK 
Brendan started his career at 17 as an apprentice 
boilermaker in Victoria. Since completing his trade, 
Brendan has worked his way up in the marine 
construction industry, working on wharves, jetties  
and pipeline projects throughout Australia and 
overseas. Brendan has been a Superintendent for  
10 years and started with the Kingsford Smith Drive 
team in May 2016.

As the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade’s Marine 
Superintendent, Brendan heads up the marine 
workforce including the foremen, leading hands, 
riggers and sub-contractors.

“My day involves attending pre-start meetings at 
Morningside and Bretts Wharf, meeting with the 
engineers to plan upcoming work, meeting with the 
Harbour Master and other river users, overseeing the 
current work on site, and dealing with anything that 
comes up during the day,” Brendan said.

You’ll hardly ever catch Brendan at his desk—he spends 
most of the day out on site and checks emails and takes 
phone calls on the go.

Brendan’s favourite part of 
the job is seeing plans come 
together safely on site.

“Seeing all our hard work in 
action on the river is always a 
great feeling,” Brendan said.

“I’m looking forward to getting our full fleet of eight 
barges on site. 

“We have a great crew that looks out for each other like 
family, which is important when working near water.”

As a hands-on member of the Kingsford Smith Drive 
upgrade team, Brendan deals with unexpected things 
every day—including getting up close and personal 
with Brisbane’s wildlife.

“We recently rescued a possum from the river’s 
edge, and a few weeks ago we saw a pod of dolphins 
swimming past in the river,” Brendan said.
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