
As part of the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade, a new recreation 
hub has been constructed, replacing the game fishing pontoon 
removed in 2016. 

Located near Bretts Wharf, and connecting to the new Lores 
Bonney Riverwalk, the new public facility provides access to the 
Brisbane River encouraging recreational and tourism activities, 
and creating new lifestyle and leisure opportunities.

The new recreation hub can accommodate a range of vessels 
and uses including:

• opportunities for tour boat operators to pick up and drop-off 
passengers

• short-term use for recreational vessels
• short-term use for passive crafts such as kayaks, canoes and 

stand-up paddleboards. 
The new facility will allow all crafts to stay for a period of up 
to two hours, unless otherwise signed by Brisbane City Council. 
The facility is suitable for vessels up to 300 tonnes. Please follow 
the signage at pontoon when using the recreation hub.

IN THIS ISSUE
New recreation hub now open

Heritage tram shelter reinstated

History uncovered: tram tracks

New public art 

Underground service installation

Slope stabilisation works

Project progress in pictures

The new recreation hub provides facilities for a range of 
different vessel and watercraft sizes.
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UNDERGROUND SERVICE 
INSTALLATION
Buried beneath Kingsford Smith Drive is a complex 
and extensive network of power, water, gas, 
telecommunications and waste infrastructure that 
provides essential services not only to the homes 
and businesses in the local area but across Brisbane.

As part of the upgrade, many of these services need 
to be relocated to a new alignment within the already 
congested service corridor, to accommodate construction 
of the widened road and to facilitate future maintenance. 

The service installation works require deep trenches 
to be excavated to allow for the installation of large 
concrete chambers, pits, pipes and conduits, followed 
by backfill and replacement of the road surface. Each 
service has unique space, depth, and installation 
requirements meaning every service must be installed 
separately with every trench subtly different to the last.

One of the major 
challenges is ensuring 
supply continues during 
the relocation and 
replacement of pipes 
and conduits.  Significant 
temporary services, 
including more than two 
kilometres of temporary 
watermain, is installed 
prior to the removal of the 
existing services to ensure 
supply is not interupted 
during installation of the 
new services.

Work to upgrade 
these services will be 
completed later this year. 

UNCOVERING BRISBANE’S 
HISTORIC TRAM NETWORK
Remnants of Brisbane’s early public transport system are being 
unearthed as works progress along Kingsford Smith Drive. 

In August 1885, horse-drawn trams were introduced to 
Brisbane and by late 1886, the service extended from Breakfast 
Creek along Kingsford Smith Drive and around the corner to 
Racecourse Road. 

Declining passenger numbers in the 1960’s led to the tram 
network being replaced by buses with the last service operating 
in April 1969. 

Now over fifty years later, sections of track are being unearthed 
during excavation and pavement replacement on the upgrade. 

More than 750 metres of track will be removed during the 
upgrade. The steel tracks are embedded in a 5.5 metre wide 
concrete slab that is almost half a metre deep and also requires 
removal using jackhammers and excavators. 

To ensure this aspect of the city’s transport heritage is 
remembered, elements of the former tram network have been 
incorporated into urban design elements on site. 

A heritage tram shelter, built in the 1920’s, has been restored 
and reinstated close to its original location near Crescent Road, 
Hamilton. Tram tracks from Brisbane’s past have also been 
transformed into bespoke seating on the riverwalk near the 
heritage shelter. 

Sitting proudly next to the Brisbane River, these elements of 
Brisbane’s past will be used by generations to come. 

NEW PUBLIC ART
The newest addition to Brisbane’s vibrant public art trails,  
Judy Watson’s “bandarra-gan chidna: strong woman track 
/ track of strong women”, has been installed along the 
Lores Bonney Riverwalk.

As viewers explore the site, the artwork unearths maps, 
symbols, artefacts, flora and fauna associated with the 
local area and allows passers by to discover the names of 
some of the important women who have made significant 
contribution to our city’s rich history. 

The artwork has been installed at Cameron Rocks Reserve 
and Bretts Wharf, using sand blasting and printing 
techniques. 

Names of indigenous and non-indigenous women are 
honoured across name plates printed onto the riverwalk.

A deep excavation in Crescent 
Road for the installation of new 
stormwater pipes.

Example of final configuration of underground services 
beneath Kingsford Smith Drive.
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SLOPE STABILISATION WORKS
Following the recent temporary realignment of outbound 
traffic, the project team has the opportunity to inspect and 
assess the existing rock cuttings, or slopes, on the northern 
verge between Toorak Road and Quarry Street. 

Over the years, motorists and pedestrians may have noticed 
evidence of small rock falls on these slopes that have occured 
as the rock cuttings have weathered. 

Now, with greater access to the slopes, the project team 
can undertake further inspections and implement measures 
to mitigate the risk of future rock falls, ongoing erosion and 
weathering. 

Following the removal of some vegetation and loose rocks, 
geotechnical engineers are assessing the surface to confirm 
if further work, including rock bolting, concreting or 
shotcreting is required to stabilise the rock cutting face. 

These works are being undertaken as part of the upgrade 
to improve public safety by ensuring the rock cuttings are 
stabilised and the potential risk of rock falls is minimised. 

Geotechnical assessments and treatment will be ongoing on 
these slopes until mid-2020. 

Aviatrix Maude Lores Bonney is honoured in the artwork 
with images of her plane, helmet and goggles represented 
on the footpath.

Uncovered tram tracks on the northern verge east of 
Toorak Road. 

The reinstated tram shelter (L) and seat made out of tram 
tracks.(R).

Geotechnical engineers assess the rock cutting from an 
elevated work platform (L), one of the three slopes is cleared 
of vegetation and loose rockto stabilise the cutting (R). 

PROJECT UPDATE
We’re experiencing extraordinary times as a result of 
COVID-19.

Despite the challenges, the project team remains committed 
to a safe and high-quality completion of the project in 2020. 

Our team is taking a proactive approach to ensure the 
safety of the community and project team members 
whilst enabling project works to continue with minimal 
interuption. 

We have implemented a variety of practical measures 
onsite with social distancing at the core of our approach. 

During this time, we encourage everyone in the community 
to take extra care, stay safe and look out for your neighbours.



PROJECT PROGRESS
The project team is dedicated to completing the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade in 2020. As the project team work towards 
the completion of the project as a whole later this year, the project team is proud to deliver completed areas to motorists 
and the community progressively. During 2019, works were completed in several areas including road widening east of 
Seymour Road, Bretts Wharf, Cameron Rocks Reserve and the Lores Bonney Riverwalk. 

The photos below highlight the significant changes since works commenced in 2016. To see more photos of construction, 
visit the Photo Gallery on the project website at www.ksdupgrade.com.au
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Cameron Rocks ReserveOpposite Crescent RoadBretts Wharf plazaNudgee Road intersection

Cameron Rocks ReserveLores Bonney RiverwalkBretts Wharf PlazaEast of Seymour Road
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